Author's note: Locusts and Wild Honey is a liturgical drama based on the Gospel reading for the second Sunday of Advent (Cycle C, Roman, Episcopal, and Lutheran Lectionaries). As a dramatic elaboration on the Gospel, the play might take the place of a sermon in a service of divine worship. Locusts and Wild Honey has been constructed for six actors. Except for WOMAN 3, the actors play different roles at different times and together they form a chorus. The actors wear a uniform costume of solid colors to which they may add accessories to suggest character changes. The play has been designed for performance in the chancel. All the actors remain in view at all times. The director may wish to indicate their absence from a scene by having them turn their backs to the spectators.
WOMAN 3, Andrea, serves as link between the world of John, the Baptist, and our own. Thus, in staging, she should often occupy a position between the spectators and the rest of the cast. At the opening of the play, the actors might be arranged on chancel steps as follows:
The PROLOGUE should be delivered antiphonally, with MEN 1-3 and WOMEN 1-2 announcing the Gospel in a declamatory style; WOMAN 3 should be introducing herself to the audience in a much more natural, conversational voice.
PROLOGUE

MAN 2
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He must never drink wine or strong drink; even before his birth he will be filled with the Holy Spirit. He will turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. With the spirit and power of Elijah he will go before him, to turn the hearts of parents to their children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.
MAN 1
How is this possible?
WOMAN 3
Prepare the way of the Lord. By the time he was born, there had been lots of gossip in the village about the unusual circumstances of this particular birth. Word was that Zechariah was just too old to have fathered a child. Elizabeth herself was beyond child-bearing age, but there was no denying she was pregnant. When folks put these questions to Zechariah he didn't answer --claimed to be mute ever since an encounter with an angel in the temple. Elizabeth only smiled, they say. After the baby was born, everyone assumed that, as Zechariah's son, he would be named Zechariah bar Zechariah. When the day came for circumcision and naming, the people found out they were wrong again.
MAN 1 now turns on his knees out to the audience. The scene has changed and the audience is now in the position
WOMAN 1
His name is John. The Lord will provide, Mother.
WOMAN 3
The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day he appeared publicly to Israel. He was clothed with camel's hair with a leather belt around his waist WOMAN 1
And he ate locusts and wild honey. The voice of one crying out in the wilderness.
MAN 3
Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?
WOMAN 3
Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.
MAN 3
Do not begin to say to yourselves, "We have Abraham as our ancestor;" for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now, the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. The voice of one crying out in the wilderness.
but one who is more powerful than I is coming;
WOMAN 3
Prepare the way of the Lord.
MAN 3
I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear the threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.
WOMAN 3
The prospect of a judge more fearsome than John was a terrifying one. What kind of a monster could this Jesus be? No matter. There were a few of us who had committed our lives to John; there would never be anyone for whom we would leave him.
[Beat] When John announced we would move southward toward Jerusalem, I made up my mind to say good-bye to my parents, forever, and follow him. I don't know whether they were more sad or ashamed. I hadn't . . . well, let's just say I wasn't what they had hoped and prayed for.
MAN 1 (to WOMAN 1)
What then will this child become?
WOMAN 3
The voice of one crying out in the wilderness. The feeling at that moment was one of overwhelming warmth --not hot --but comforting. As if we had been taken into the arms of God. Jesus arose from the water and began to depart. And with every step he took the air seemed to cool a bit more. [MAN 2 now walks away from the rest of the CHORUS as if with Jesus.] Andrew, one of those who had pledged himself to John, followed Jesus away. 5 He just left us all behind. It's not that I blame him. He was following the warmth. I'd never felt colder myself, but I stayed there, shivering, praying that I could get warm like that again.
CHORUS
Scene 4: John's Death
WOMAN 3
And still, John was the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, crying out even against King Herod's marriage to his own brother Philip's wife.
MAN 3, John, now confronts MAN 2 (Herod) and WOMAN 2 (Herodias).
MAN 3
You, oh King, have taken your brother's wife for yourself. It is contrary to the Law of Moses. An offense in the sight of the Lord.
WOMAN 2 (to MAN 2)
If this man is not silenced, I will make you wish you hadn't taken your brother's wife for yourself.
WOMAN 3
It was not what Herod wanted to hear, exactly. He knew that John was a righteous, holy man and he feared him. In a strange way, he liked to listen to John preach. Maybe that's why he kept John, and me, locked up. (They're in prison, now.) So he'd always have John around for . . . entertainment? I was one of the last to see John before he . . . died. I had managed to be taken prisoner with him. After nearly a year of following him, in the company of hundreds of others, I was finally able to speak with the Baptist alone.
(long pause)
Do you ever wonder why we're here? When the daughter of Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said to the girl, "Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it." And he solemnly swore to her, "Whatever you ask of me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom." She went out and said to her mother "What should I ask for?" She replied, "The head of John the baptizer."
Immediately, she rushed back to the king and requested, "I want you to give at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter." The king was deeply grieved; yet out of his regard for his oaths and for the guests, he did not want to refuse her.
Immediately, the king sent a soldier of the guard with orders to bring John's head. He went and beheaded him in the prison, brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother. When the disciples heard about it, they came and--
CHORUS
We took his body, and laid it in a tomb.
(Pause.)
Epilogue
To the deserts 10 of the cities 
